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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUILDING & ZONING 
CITY HALL, 62 WASHINGTON STREET RENSSELAER, NEW YORK 12144-2696 Planning (518) 465-1693 Building (518) 462-5489   Fax (518) 465-2031 

Minutes of the Meeting of the City of Rensselaer Zoning Board of Appeals First Floor Conference Room, Rensselaer Community Center, 62 Washington Street 

October 28th, 2013 Meeting Minutes
Members Present:
Aaron Harbeck, William Bulnes, Kenneth Richeson,Gene Hilstro
Members Absent: 
Terance Ruso, Josh Wainman, Paula Micheli
Staff Present: 
Charles Moore – Director of Planning and Jack Spath – Counsel., Tony Manfredi
Call to Order: 
The meeting of the City of Rensselaer Zoning Board of Appeals was called to order at 6:00 PM. Roll call was taken and it was determined a quorum was present. 

Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes: 
Gene Hilstro made motion to adopt the minutes of the regular meeting on August  26, 2013, with exception of corrections to those listed as absent to include Terance Ruso and Gene Hilstro seconded by William Bulnes and passed by those present.
Announcements:

Old Business 
NONE

New Business 

1. Monington 1650 2nd St-Action Requested: Grant area variance for relief from fencing requirements under 179-52 of the Zoning to install a 6ft fence in a corner lot of a dwelling located in a r-2 district. 

Mr. Hilstro asked for elaboration from applicant. Applicant offered the need for privacy and security as the main reason for fence construction. Mr. Bulnes asked for details on fence location which were answered by applicant. 
Mr. Hilstro: Asked how far back from the curb this fence would be. 

Mr. Hilstro: How tall was the fence that was there originally? Applicant stated it was a 4ft chain link fence. Mr. Bulnes asked  if there was infrastructure? Applicant was unclear.

Jack Spath-council mentioned issue of public right of way and that the fence would be on city property. Charles Moore: Advised on future plans for water sewer improvements.

Mr. Bulnes: mentioned fence might have to be pulled back.

Mr. Hilstro asked for more details on fence location. Applicant answered by pointing to available map.

Mr. Hilstro asked for more details on property line. Applicant thought property line ran along original fence.

Mr. Hilstro: Mentioned if they granted variance it may have to be torn out if the city came through to do improvements, or it could be place 3 ft within property line. 

Jack Spath-Mentioned that city right of way was 6 ft wider in this location than normal. City could grant a variance for set- back requirements.

Mr. Harbeck-Asked if sole reason was driven by location of old fence. 

Mr. Spath-Board could grant variance but enter into hold harmless agreement and indemnify City. 

Mr. Hilstro- Mentioned applicant should keep fence on the property. 

Mr. Hilstro closed this portion of meeting and opened public hearing.
Mr. Hilstro opened Public Hearing: Gene Hilstro asked if anyone might speak for or against.
Member of the public spoke for it: You can’t deny this fence when the BZA granted the building of a deck in public right of way. Requested board consider protective coating. 

Bulnes clarified 33 ft setback from center line:not 66ft.

Mr. Hilstro closed the  Public Hearing.

Mr. Harbeck made motion to grant height variance if fence is moved outside of City right of way: or along property line. 

Mr. Richeson: Motion to grant variance. Mr. Bulnes seconded with hold harmless agreement contingency :and that the fence had to be removed if needed, and stained appropriate color. (Height and setback variance) Motion was not passed .Mr.  Harbeck voted no. 

Decision:

Mr. Harbeck made motion to grant height variance if moved back to property line and outside City property. Mr. Hilstro seconded this motion. Motion passed unanimously.  

Adjournment:

Mr. Hilstro: Made motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Bulnes. 

Next Meeting: 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for December 23, 2013 at 6:00 PM. 
Respectfully submitted,

Tony Manfredi
Record of Decisions: 
An official record of decisions noting the details of motions from this meeting along with conditions & stipulations has been filed with the City Clerk and a copy maintained in Planning Department records. 

