City of Rensselaer Planning Commission – Minutes of the January 13, 2014 regular meeting

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Rensselaer Planning Commission
First Floor Court Room, Rensselaer Community Center, 62 Washington Street
January 13, 2014

Members Present:
Christine Van Vorst, Bob Campano, Bridget Swick  and George Farrell 
Members Absent:
Lynn Feltus, James Ahlmeyer, Thomas Cardamone                                                                                                                                                                                      
Staff Present:
Charles Moore – Director of Planning, Tony Manfredi Asst Director of Planning-Jack Spath Corporation Counsel.
Others Present
Lou Lourinia, Timothy Bayly, James Brust among others.
Call to Order:
The Chair, Chris Van Vorst, called the meeting of the City of Rensselaer Planning Commission to order at 6:30PM.  Roll call was taken and a quorum was determined.
Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes
A motion by Mr. Campano was made to approve prior meeting minutes, seconded by Bridget Swick. It was approved by all present.  The minutes were adopted.

Adoption of 2014 Meeting Schedule
Communications
Director mentioned finalization of inter-municipal agreement for MS4. Barton and Loguidice was retained to work on a Brownfield study. City is also finalizing on a housing rehab grant application for a city-wide rehab.
Old Business
37 Partition St-Bayly- 37 Partition St-Bayly– Request for Site Plan Approval- To create first floor Laundromat and two upper residential units.  

Mr. Bayly presented in-depth revised plans of the proposed Laundromat and (2) Apartments on 37 Partition St. Questions were addressed that were raised at the previous meeting regarding venting, sound proofing, fire safety, water and sewer, and signage. The applicants landscaping contractor, plumber, and architect provided detailed answers to the questions raised at the November Planning Meeting. It was decided the plan as proposed would include parking for 3 cars, and thus trigger the need for a green space variance. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Decision- Bridget Swick made the motion seconded by George Farrell for Site Plan Approval and signage/awning approval with a positive recommendation to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a green space variance. 

New Business

54 Riverside Ave-Cenex Terminal LLC: request for SPECIAL USE PERMIT and SITE PLAN REVIEW to construct (12) 30,000 gallon Butane storage tanks and (3) rail-off loading stations in a district zoned Ind-2.

James Brust of Cenex and Matt Hiltz were present to discuss proposal for the Butane Tank project. They began with an overall background presentation detailing the construction of the twelve tanks, the delivery of Butane to the site by rail, and the mixing of Butane with Gasoline stored on site. In addition they mentioned Butane would be off-loaded onto trucks for delivery off site as pure product. They also discussed plans to strap the tanks down for the purposes of achieving Flood Resistant Design.

A motion was made by Bob Campano, seconded by Bridget Swick, to open the Public Hearing:

No public comments were made.

A motion was made by Bob Campano, seconded by Bridget Swick, to close the Public Hearing.

The Board presented the budget estimate from Clough Harbor in the amount of $8500.00 to act as consultant engineer on the project. The applicant agreed to provide a check in the amount of $8500.00 to establish a consultant engineer. 

A motion was made by Bob Campano, seconded by Bridget Swick to establish Clough Harbor as the consultant engineer on behalf of the Planning Board and to establish an escrow account funded by the applicant. 

Decision A motion was made by Bob Campano, seconded by George Farrell, to table consideration of the Special Use Permit and Site Plan Approval until such time as the consultant engineer may review the project.

87 Broadway- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness to paint the exterior of a residence located in a Historic Overlay District- Asst Director of Planning presented the proposal to paint the exterior using historic colors detailed in the Sherwin Williams Historic Paint Catalogue. 

Decision- Motion was made by Bridget Swick, seconded by George Farrell to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness

Adjournment:
Ms. Van Vorst made a motion to close the meeting, seconded by Bridget Swick. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:21 PM.
Next Meeting:
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday February 10,  2014 at 6:30 PM.
Record of Decisions:
An official record of decisions noting the details of motions and votes from this meeting along with any conditions & stipulations of approval has been filed with the City Clerk and a copy maintained in Planning Department records.

Respectfully Submitted,
Antonio Manfredi, Asst Director Planning
