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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUILDING & ZONING 
CITY HALL, 62 WASHINGTON STREET RENSSELAER, NEW YORK 12144-2696 Planning (518) 465-1693 Building (518) 462-5489   Fax (518) 465-2031 

Minutes of the Meeting of the City of Rensselaer Zoning Board of Appeals First Floor Conference Room, Rensselaer Community Center, 62 Washington Street 

February 24, 2014 Meeting Minutes
Members Present:
Paula Micheli, Gene Hilstro, Bill Bulnes, Aaron Harbeck, Josh Wainman
Members Absent: 
Kenneth Richeson
Staff Present: 
Charles Moore – Director of Planning, Jack Spath – Counsel, Tony Manfredi-Asst Director of Planning.
Call to Order: 
The meeting of the City of Rensselaer Zoning Board of Appeals was called to order at 6:00 PM. Roll call was taken and it was determined a quorum was present. 

Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes: 
Bill Bulnes made motion to adopt the minutes of the regular meeting on October 28, 2013, seconded by Aaron Harbeck, adopted by those present.
Announcements: NONE
Old Business 
NONE

New Business 
37 Partition St. – Tim Bayly Development: Request for an AREA VARIANCE for relief from maximum allowable impervious surface coverage requirements of 80%, in a district zoned MU-1.
Mr. Bayly presented his application for the development of a Laundromat and two apartments. He discussed green space as it currently exists. He discussed plans to bring in plantings and green-space as well as the implementation of a 3 car parking lot in the rear of the property. 

Josh Wainman discussed the possibly of a porous pavement product to alleviate the need for a variance. Bill Bulnes asked if the blacktop on the side of the building could be replaced with green-space. Applicant stated they preferred blacktop to prevent water from infiltrating the building. 

Bill Bulnes asked about the concrete retaining wall. The applicant stated it would be a large concrete block similar to what other commercial properties in the area had implemented. 
Jack Spath discussed whether the application of porous pavement would obviate the need for an impervious surface variance, as well as whether any precedent existed in the past for porous pavement. The Board mentioned this would be the first time porous pavement was used as a solution for impervious surface requirements.

Chris Remington spoke on behalf of the applicant as the paving contractor. He discussed some green space that existed near the retaining wall. The Planning Director stated that the 20% requirement would most likely exceed the green-space currently existing near the retaining wall. 

Gene Hilstro re-stated the applicant was requesting 100% relief from the green-space requirement.  Aaron Harbeck asked if applicant could discuss how much green-space he was proposing. The importance of green space was discussed. Applicant mentioned they were requesting what they felt was reasonable and that the overall project was beneficial to the city. 

Aaron Harbeck asked the applicant what the distance between the building and Second St was. Gene Hilstro mentioned plans showed a space of 59 by 2 ft along the building. As well as space by the retaining wall equaling a total of 180-190 sq.ft. of possible green-space.
Mr. Hilstro opened Public Hearing:
David Gardner mentioned he was for the project. He mentioned his shop had a dry well with a grate that captured run-off and offered that as a possible solution.  He mentioned that parking would not be a big deal.
Lou Lourinia mentioned the MU-1 Zoning was designed for a walkable community. Mr. Lourinia mentioned the Zoning was hard to apply to an old city. He felt the area needed a Laundromat and that the area lacked one currently. He mentioned the Board should allow the project despite the Zoning. 

Mr. Hilstro closed the  Public Hearing.
Decision:

Mr. Harbeck  made a motion to approve the request for relief  with the caveat that planters were put across the side asphalt area and continue into the front, with explanation that topography and storm-water impacts specifically related to property  were unique,  and thus the impact was limited.  Bill Bulnes seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
Adjournment:

Mr. Hilstro: Made motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Bulnes. 

Next Meeting: 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for March 24, 2014 at 6:00 PM. 
Respectfully submitted,

Tony Manfredi
Record of Decisions: 
An official record of decisions noting the details of motions from this meeting along with conditions & stipulations has been filed with the City Clerk and a copy maintained in Planning Department records. 

