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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUILDING & ZONING 
CITY HALL, 62 WASHINGTON STREET RENSSELAER, NEW YORK 12144-2696 Planning (518) 465-1693 Building (518) 462-5489   Fax (518) 465-2031 

Minutes of the Meeting of the City of Rensselaer Zoning Board of Appeals First Floor Conference Room, Rensselaer Community Center, 62 Washington Street 

August 26th, 2013 Meeting Minutes
Members Present: 
Chair – Aaron Harbeck,  William Bulnes, Paula Micheli, Josh Wainman, Kenneth Richeson.
Members Absent: 
Chair – Gene Hilstro, Chair, , Terance Russo
Staff Present: 
Charles Moore – Director of Planning and Jack Spath – Counsel.
Call to Order: 
The meeting of the City of Rensselaer Zoning Board of Appeals was called to order at 6:00 PM. Roll call was taken and it was determined a quorum was present. 

Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes: 
Aaron Harbeck made motion to adopt the minutes of the regular meeting on July 22, 2013, seconded by Paula Micheli and passed by those present.
Announcements:

The Director of Planning announced the hire of the new Engineering Aide as they will be working on MS4 related projects.
Old Business 
NONE

New Business 

1. 800 Broadway, Bayly,Partition Wine and Liquors: Requestan area variance for complete relief (9 spaces) from parking requirements to construct a second floor for a new commercial business in an MU-1 district. 
The applicant provides an overview presentation. He is asking for relief due to plans for the develop in excess of 2800 sq. ft of office space. His mentions his intent to invest in the City long-term. The applicant states the plans for office space would be on the second floor and have rooms designated for computers and general office use. He adds his belief that the location is strong. 
William Bulnes asks if this would be a residence in the future. The applicant responds no. He adds that his intent is to have wine tastings and fundraising events on the second story. The offices would also be used for Tim Bayly Development and Partition Wine and Liquors. Aaron Harbeck sees the configuration upstairs as having market potential.

Public Hearing Opened: 

Dave G. –Mentions he is in favor of the project and that parking would not be an issue at the moment. Parking is available on all sides without much restriction. In addition the building was originally three stories.
Lou Lourinia-Read what multi-use calls for, purpose and intent is tobe vibrant and walkable. He believes the zoning allows for this. In favor of design.

Ms. Belandori-Mentions he plan is nice. 

Michelle Pert-Is for the variance and doesn’t see any issue with parking.

She mentions confusion as to why there is an issue about parking with the subject property.

Unknown resident-mentions concern about parking and raises a question about proposed business hours. 

Dan Malak (sp?)- mentions it has been a pleasure to be a neighbor of the subject property.

Public hearing closed.

Motion was made by William Bulnes, seconded Paula Micheli to approve the area variance as submitted. Appropriate number of designated handicap spaces to be designated by the City. The motion carries. 
Adjournment: 
Aaron Harbeck motioned to adjourn, Paula Micheli seconded, all were in favor. The meeting adjourned the meeting at 6:50 PM. 

Next Meeting: 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for October 28, 2013 at 6:00 PM. 

Record of Decisions: 
An official record of decisions noting the details of motions from this meeting along with conditions & stipulations has been filed with the City Clerk and a copy maintained in Planning Department records. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Daniel Berheide Secretary 
