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CITY OF RENSSELAER PLANNING COMMISSION

RENSSELAER HOUSING COMPANY

460 FORBES AVENUE - VAN RENSSELAER HEIGHTS

TAX MAP NO. 133.70-3-2

SUBDIVISION APPLICATION

This narrative is submitted to supplement the application of Rensselaer Housing 

Company (the “Applicant”) for a minor subdivision approval of its property located at 460 

Forbes Avenue in the City of Rensselaer.  The Applicant owns and operates a multi-family rental 

unit apartment complex for the elderly, handicapped and disabled persons of low and moderate 

income known as Van Rensselaer Heights (the “Project”).  The Applicant is under contract to 

sell the Project.  In the course of the purchaser’s due diligence, a survey was prepared.  The 

survey noted certain encroachments onto the Project property consisting of an above ground 

pool, a deck surrounding the pool and a fence.  This is depicted on the survey map provided by 

the Applicant as part of this subdivision application.

With the consent and cooperation of the purchaser, Applicant is willing to quit claim a 

portion of its land containing those encroachments to the encroaching landowners as depicted 

and described in the survey map submitted with this application and denoted as the “Parcel To 

Be Conveyed”.  The encroaching landowners are believed to be George and Denise Cotugno, 4 

Patten Avenue.  Upon approval of this subdivision, Applicant will approach George and Denise 

Cotugno about accepting such subdivided parcel.  In proceeding in this manner, all parties will 

avoid negotiating a license agreement or seeking court intervention to remove the 

encroachments.

There are no deed restrictions as shown on the deed attached to the subdivision 

application.  However, there are restrictions as to use on the Applicant’s Project that were 

imposed as part of Applicant’s financing with the Rensselaer Housing Authority. Those 

restrictions essentially required that the Project be used for its current use as a multi-family rental 

unit apartment complex for the elderly, handicapped and disabled persons of low and moderate 

income.  It is anticipated that since that financing is now complete and paid off, any restrictions 

associated with that financing will be released.  Those restriction documents are noted in the list 

of restrictions submitted with this application.  

Before any fulfillment of a subdivision, Applicant will (1) obtain the release and 

termination of the aforesaid restrictions and (2) obtain the written consent of George and Denise 

Cotugno to accept the quit claim deed of the subdivided parcel.  It is also anticipated that any 

quit claim deed to George and Denise Cotugno will require the merger of their existing lot at 4 

Patten Avenue with the “Parcel To Be Conveyed” to avoid the subdivided land from being 
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landlocked or substandard in size.  The Applicant submits that the balance of Applicant’s Project 

parcel will not be negatively affected by the conveyance and will still comply with applicable 

zoning codes.
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89 Lexington Avenue  Albany, NY 12206  518-465-0876  www.historic-albany.org 

September 19, 2012 
 
Daniel Berheide 
Planning and Development Agency 
City of Rensselaer 
62 Washington Street 
Rensselaer, NY 12144 
 
RE: 11 Aiken Avenue 
 
Dear Mr. Berheide, 
 
I am writing you in support of the rehabilitation of 11 Aiken Avenue and encourage you and the Zoning 
Board of Appeals to approve the project as put forth by Mr. Jakovic. 
 
It is a tragedy when a historic building burns.  Historic Albany is heartened by Mr. Jakovic’s willingness to 
rehabilitate the building and put it back into use when most people in this situation would walk away from 
the property, leaving a burned out shell.  The redesign of this building retains as much historic character as 
possible and provides a generous amount of living space for tenants.  The design also lends itself to a 
higher quality tenant, which would in turn mean that the building is better taken care of.   
 
Mr. Jakovic has expressed concern regarding the enlarged addition to the rear of the building.  I would 
encourage the board to approve the addition as many historic buildings had sizable additions constructed to 
accommodate different and more modern styles of living.  After reviewing several buildings in the 
surrounding area, there are many buildings on Broadway that have additions of a similar size and appear to 
take up a similar percentage of the parcel.  The larger living space will make the building more rentable, 
and help to ensure that the building is inhabited once again. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at cmacri@historic-albany.org or 522-9704. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cara R. Macri 
Director of Preservation Services 
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