City of Rensselaer Planning Commission – Minutes of the August 12, 2013 regular meeting

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Rensselaer Planning Commission
First Floor Court Room, Rensselaer Community Center, 62 Washington Street
August 12, 2013

Members Present:
Christine Van Vorst – Chair, James Ahlemeyer, Bridget Swick, Bob Campano, Lynn Feltus and George Farrell 
Members Absent:
Tom Cardamone
Staff Present:
Charles Moore – Director of Planning, Steve Terry – Office manager, and Jack Spath, Counsel.
Others Present
Dave Gardner, Lou Lourinia, Win, Tim Bayly, among others. 
Call to Order:
The Chair, Chris Van Vorst, called the meeting of the City of Rensselaer Planning Commission to order at 6:30PM.  Roll call was taken and quorum determined.
Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes
A motion by George Farrell was made to approve prior meeting minutes, seconded by Bridget Swick.  The minutes were adopted.
Communications
Director announces the department recently hired an engineering aide to assist with MS4 and other infrastructure issues. A question was asked about the Washington Ave project start date and details. The project is to include green infrastructure. 

UW Marx is in the design phase of the esplanade. The city has an easement through the Amtrak property and the trail is to follow the river up to the Livingston Ave. bridge. 

The Director also has a new grant administrator and office manager, Steve Terry.
Old Business

42 Partition St. – Win -  Chair Van Vorst asked if the site plan includes the building. She asked if the drawings were certified by an architect or engineer. Ms. Van Vorst describes is a problem with the parking lot, particularly concerned with the pitch of the parking area as it is sloped toward the building and toward the adjacent properties below.  Without an engineered drawing she does not believe this is sufficient. Director of Planning stated the City Engineer did briefly assess the parking area and had similar concerns about the pitch and drainage. Mr. Remmington, as the contractor who installed the parking lot, stated he incorporated drainage. Mr. Remmington stated that his conversation with the building department led him to believe he could proceed without any prior approvals and that the prexisting wall was sufficient as a retaining wall. There was then a concern expressed about the drainage and discussion about where the water flowed previously, whether into storm system or on the surface. Mr. Remington stated he installed drainage tiles as an answer to a question asked by Bob Campano and Lynn Feltus. He stated the tiles are perforated and just inches below the footing. The tiles come out the back of the parking area and building. Mr. Campano asked what prevents erosion from occuring. Mr. Remingtons response was the rip rap he placed behind the parking area. Mr. Campano asked Charles for consult. Mr. Moore stated that the drawings should be certified by an engineer to insure the parking area is adequate. Ms. Van Vorst suggested passing a preliminary site plan approval with conditions. Mr. Campano was expressing dismay with all of the blacktop and wants to see the sidewalk restored in front of the building. Chair Van Vorst stated that they want to remove as much of the black top as reasonable to provide greenspace and pedestrian access. Mr. Campano, Ms. Van Vorst, and Mr. Remington discuss and draw on the plans their ideas for the greenspace and walkways.  Chair Van Vorst stated that there is a big issue with the traffic at that intersection. Lynn Feltus suggested installing a raised bed or pavers. Mr. Ahlemeyer is concerned with the entrance of the parking lot, that the curb is at street grade and is worreid people will drive over the sidewalk. He would like to see something that moves people around the sidewalk into the parking area. Mr. Campano concurs with Mr. Ahlemeyers point and believes this would iimprove the appearance and safety. Mr. Campano and Ms. Van Vorst also believes the greenspace and restoration of the sidewalk would serve the city and the applicants interests best.  Mr. Ahlemeyer thinks a shurb in addition to the curb would deter people from driving over the curb. Ms. Van Vorst asked about the unit above. Mr. Win stated he would be living upstairs. Mr. Spath recommended a final site plan approval with conditions attached to allow the applicant to move forward. Mr. Win stated he would have city pick up trash, that the storage would be to the side of the building. 

A motion was made by Mr. Campano, seconded by Ms. Swick, to approve the final site plan condtioned that a certified drawing by an engineer or architect of the parking area illustrates and insures its adequacy and safety, the drawing reflect changes to landscaping in front of the building including street tree and shrubs or other vegetation to define the non-motorized/pedestrian areas, that the stormwater drainage is certified as adequate, that the sidewalk is restored and recommended its restoration include brick pavers and is reflected on the final site plan submitted to the Planning Department.

New Business

800 Broadway, Bayly “Partition St. Wine and Liquors” – Mr. Bayly introduced himself.  Ms. Van Vorst asked about the veranda and whether it could be rented out. He began to explain that rental fees would go toward one of his charity pillars. He presented his plan to the board. The first page shows the first floor of the site plan. The second page includes the proposed second floor. As he describes, there are two offices, a media center, a kitchen and other shared space, etc. He continues to explain that there are several branches of his enterprise, including Tim Bayly Development, Partition St. Wine and Liquors, and others. He says that fifty cents of every transaction will go into Tim Bayly Development Foundation. The Foundation will fund four charities including Boys and Girls Club. He explains that though talk is cheap the results will show themselves down the road. The deck in intended to be host to wine tastings and provide opportunities for the public to take in views towards the river.  With respect to greenery, he will administer greenery wherever he can. In his mind he will plant individual box trees at appropriate distances along the two streets, three trees along Partition and others along Broadway. Also planters will be located on the second floor. Mr. Campano asked if he considered a greenroof for the second floor. He believes this is his legacy, some place to patron. Ms. Van Vorst asked that he not slide in an apartment on the second floor. She wondered whether people renting out the space was appropriate use and allowed in our zoning. She went on to ask whether a neighboring vacant lot could be used for parking or whether they intended on developing the property. Tim responded to say that his research suggested the vacant lots were owned by individuals who are not interested in selling the property to him. He also said he is getting ready to close on 37 Partition St. and the vacant parcel on Partition and Lansing. He said the current proposal will be similar look and feel as his plans for developing the other properties. Mr. Campano complimented his plans and asked if the proposed would be in line with the aesthetics of the neighboring bank currently under renovation. He responded to say he wants to tie in while being distinctly different. That they complement each other. Tim said the awning would include the signage. Mr. Spath interjects to ask questions about the size of the redevelopment to ensure it does not exceed any threshold of a type II action under SEQR. They go on to discuss the previous use of the property as a Roxy’s cleaners. Tim Bayly stated he would take responsibility to clean up the property as he is currently in conversation with the Department of Environmental Conservation. Mr. Campano wants to place a condition on the site plan that he include street trees and a condition that ZBA approve the variance for parking. Ms. Van Vorst stated she is entertaining a motion for approval. Mr. Campano made a motion to approve site plan amendment conditioned on placement of street trees consistent with zoning requirements and on the Zoning Board of Appeals approving the variance for complete relief from parking requirements. Ms. Feltus seconded the motion, and all passed the motion. 


Adjournment:
Chris Van Vorst made a motion to close the meeting, seconded by Bob Campano, and passed. The meeting was adjourned at 7:21 PM.
Next Meeting:
The next regular meeting is scheduled for September 9, 2013 at 6:30 PM.
Record of Decisions:
An official record of decisions noting the details of motions and votes from this meeting along with any conditions & stipulations of approval has been filed with the City Clerk and a copy maintained in Planning Department records.

Respectfully Submitted,

Daniel W. Berheide, Secretary 
