City of Rensselaer Planning Commission – Minutes of the June 10, 2013 regular meeting

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Rensselaer Planning Commission
First Floor Court Room, Rensselaer Community Center, 62 Washington Street
June 10, 2013

Members Present:
Christine Van Vorst – Chair, James Ahlemeyer, Tom Cardamone, Bridget Swick and George Farrell
Members Absent:
Lynn Feltus and Bob Campano – Vice-Chair.
Staff Present:
Daniel Berheide – Secretary and Assistant Director of Planning, Charles Moore – Director of Planning, and Jack Spath, Counsel.
Others Present
Dave Gardner, Dominick Tagliento, Lou Lourinian, Brenda Giguere, Robert Alden, Joe Myint, Michael and John Dunn, and Don Moore among others. 
Call to Order:
The Chair, Chris Van Vorst, called the meeting of the City of Rensselaer Planning Commission to order at 6:30PM.  Roll call was taken and quorum determined.
Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes
A motion by George Farrell was made to approve prior meeting minutes, seconded by Jim Ahlemeyer.  The minutes were adopted.
Communications
Assistant Director of Planning reports there is little current activity with regards to MS4 and briefed the board on the status of the Archives project and looks forward to sharing the results with the public.
Old Business

37 Nelson Ave -  The Assistant Director explains that neither Mr. Fillipini nor Mark Henesey, his contractor, could be present at the meeting. As a Rensselaer Firefighter, Mark  Henessy notified the Planning Department he would be on duty absent and prepared a statement to the board to be read into the record. 

“For the front porch on 37Nelson Ave, I will be using pressure treated framing and also pressure treated decking, traditional treated lumber to construct the stairs.  The siding below the porch will be traditional 4 inch wood siding with pine trim. The railings will be made of colonial balusters with a beveled hand rail and colonial post.  Also there will be an access door to get under the porch to gain entry to the basement.  I have measured it and will be building the porch to accommodate 2 trash cans underneath the porch (as per the board’s recommendation).  I am just building the porch the painting is not being done by myself will be done at a later time when the wood has time to season and dry”. 
Additionally, previous recommendations of the board included removing the roof as is reflected in the current rendering. Chair Van Vorst noted the City’s Historian reviewed and found the proposal to be appropriate. Bridget Swick also noted the City Historian suggested the wood should be painted a red hue In keeping with the existing façade. Mr. Farrell made a motion to approve the certificate of appropriateness conditioned on the applicant painting the appropriate surfaces a color that compliments the house using a treatment recommended by the historian within one year of the completion of construction so the wood has the time to season and dry, seconded by Bridget Swick, and approved by those present. 


New Business

33 Riverside, AMRI - The Chair recognizes Mr. Alden to speak on behalf of the project. Mr. Alden presented maps to the board and displayed for the public.  Board members took a moment to review the plans before Mr. Alden described the project.  Building 38 is a warehouse, they make pharmaceutical APIs. The new area is USP storage. Certain products require USP storage, maintaining temperatures year round. The floor level was designed to be the same height as the existing warehouse to allow access for fork lifts. This is approximately an additional 1300 square feet of space. As soon as approved work will begin. Construction will be between 7am and 3pm. The Director asked a question about the business. Mr. Alden stated he has been at this location for fourteen years. There are currently around 240 employees and the business is growing. A discussion about the history of the site and ownership revealed it had long been a chemical research and development facility primarily for pharmaceuticals. 

The chair opens a public hearing. Dave Gardner asked how the proposed will be designed specifically in relation to its location in the floodplain. The hundred-year floodplain is at 20’, the building floor will be constructed about the hundred-year floodplain. Jack Spath noted that this application required a short EAF due to its location in the floodplain which makes this action an unlisted action. Mrs. Giguere asked for more clarification about the substances that would be stored in the building and whether they would have any toxic effect were they to be released, particularly in the event of a flood. Jack added that the materials stored are regulated by the FDA in this case.  The Chair closed the public hearing.

The Chair asked the Director of Planning to read aloud the short EAF assessment.  The assessment was determined to be non-significant and recommended the Planning Commission approve a negative declaration. The Director of Planning then read aloud the Coastal Consistency Assessment form, addressing the various required questions and criteria and made a recommendation that the board motion to make a determination that the proposed is consistent with the Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan and applicable standards and laws.  George Farrell made a motion, Jim Ahlemeyer seconded,  to adopt a SEQR with a negative declaration and find the proposed consistent with the Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan, motioned passed.  George Farrell motioned to approve the special use permit and final site plan, seconded by Bridget Swick, motion passed. 

17-19 Second Ave., Kyaw “Joe” Myint. - The Planning Commission after taking a few minutes to review the plans, the Chair asked where in the building the restaurant would be located. He explained that it would be on the first floor and only a few tables would be available as it is primarily a take-out restaurant. He showed the board some of the details of the plans – where the exits are, kitchen layout, storage, etc. The Chair asked about the venting from the kitchen.  The applicant showed the detail sheet with the design for venting. The Chair then asked where the dumpster would be located for disposal. After some discussion it was requested that the applicant and landlord designate an area and method for disposal. The Commissioner of Public Works stated that the city can remove garbage for businesses for a fee. Bridget raised the matter of parking. The applicant described the on-street parking conditions and requests a recommendation from the board for an area variance for parking and open space. He stated his hours of operation would be primarily limited to lunch and possibly early evenings some days, seven days a week.  He Jim Ahlemeyer motioned to approve the preliminary site-plan with the condition that the applicant resolves the issue of waste management and facility signage, provide a positive recommendation to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a variance for parking and open space, seconded by Bridget Swick, passed by those present. 

The Planning Commission completed the review of new business, however, continued and reviewed two other potential projects which requested a conceptual review. Mr. Michael Dunn spoke on behalf of a proposal to subdivide a large tract of property on Partition Street extension into three lots. He spoke of the long history his family has in the city. A significant portion of the property exists currently as a mining operation 35 acres where a smaller portion of the lot, 10 acres, is being proposed to be combined with a neighboring property. Jack Spath clarified this was simply a pre-application review and no motion was needed at this time. Following that, Mr. Don Moore presented his proposal to dismantle the front porch and install a new railing at 78 Broadway. The Assistant Director of Planning noted that the Historian, while approved of the overall concept, felt the metal fixtures were less in character with the house as are wooden spindles. 

Adjournment:
Chris Van Vorst made a motion to close the meeting, seconded by George Farrell, and passed. The meeting was adjourned at  7:25 PM.
Next Meeting:
The next regular meeting is scheduled for July 8 at 6:30 PM.
Record of Decisions:
An official record of decisions noting the details of motions and votes from this meeting along with any conditions & stipulations of approval has been filed with the City Clerk and a copy maintained in Planning Department records.

Respectfully Submitted,

Daniel W. Berheide, Secretary 
